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n February 1i,1847, a little boy was born at Milan,
'Ohio, who was to have immense influence upon the
lives of people all over the world. To-day that influence
is felt as strongly as ever; indeed, with most of us, not a
day passes when we do not experience its effect in one
way or another. Thus when we listen to the gramo-
phone, tune in the wireless, speak over the telephone,
switch on the electric light, enjoy ourselves at the
cinema, go for a ride in a car, or tap out a letter on a
typewriter, we are to a greater or lesser degree actually
benefiting by the work this little boy did when he grew
to manhood. His name was Thomas Alva Edison.

By this time you will have guessed that Edison the
man was an inventor. Not that he was entirely re-
sponsible for all the inventions mentioned above. New
things are not often created in that way. Usually they
result from the accumulated experiments and ideas of
several people, collected together and improved upon
until one man succeeds in achieving a definite object.
For example, while Edison was personally responsible
for the invention of the electric lamp which lights our
homes, the phonograph which was the forerunner of
the gramophone, and the Edison electric storage battery
which helps our cars to go, he merely assisted in the
creation of the typewriter, wireless telephony, the motion
' picture and the telephone. Yet in each case his work was
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